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1. (U) CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR CHARLES S. SHAPIRO. 
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2. (SBU) SUMMARY: THE AMBASSADOR MET WITH 28 OWNERS, 
PUBLISHERS AND EDITORS FROM THE VENEZUELAN PRESS 
ASSOCIATION (BLOQUE DE PRENSA VENEZOLANO, BPV) TO 
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SUMMARY . 


3. (SBU) AS HIS FIRST FORMAL MEETING WITH MEDIA 
REPRESENTATIVES, THE AMBASSADOR PAID A COURTESY CALL 
ON THE VENEZUELAN PRESS ASSOCIATION (BPV) ON APRIL 8. 
THE GROUP INCLUDED OWNERS AND EDITORS REPRESENTING 28 
BPV MEMBERS, INCLUDING ALL MAJOR DAILIES (UNIVERSAL, 
NACIONAL, CAPRILES GROUP, ETC.) AND REGIONAL PAPERS 
FROM TACHIRA IN THE WEST TO THE ORINOCO DELTA IN THE 
EAST. THE AMBASSADOR'S VISIT WAS COVERED BY ALL 
VENEZUELAN BROADCAST AND MOST MAJOR PRINT MEDIA. THE 
BPV NOTED ITS APPRECIATION FOR USG EXPRESSIONS OF 
SUPPORT FOR PRESS FREEDOM AND CIVIL RIGHTS IN 
VENEZUELA. THE AMBASSADOR REPEATED U.S. SUPPORT FOR 
FUNDAMENTAL DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES INCLUDING FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS, AND NOTED THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MEDIA 
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ESPECIALLY IN THESE TIMES OF FLURRIES OF RUMORS OF 
COUPS AND STATES OF EXCEPTION. ONE EDITOR AGREED AND 
SAID THAT THE MEDIA'S HAVING NOT PUBLICIZED SUCH 
RUMORS WAS EVIDENCE OF THEIR SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY. 


4. (SBU) DURING THE MEETING, THE AMBASSADOR REPEATEDLY 
STRESSED THAT U.S. POLICY WAS IN FAVOR OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL MEASURES AND DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, 
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